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1. Making & Sources of the Constitution

dfaer fAafor oe Hia

Constituent Assembly
dfaems @

* Idea of a Constituent Assembly was first put forward by M.N. Roy in 1934; formally demanded by the
Indian National Congress in 1935 and accepted by the British in the August Offer (1940) and finally

through the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946).
T guT o faaR gdued 1934 8 UH.TH. I gRT @M -7, YRR TET i 3 1935 § situaries &0 & T 6l ofR sida:
e e TS (1946) & A1eaH O 39 Wi fohar mam|

* Constituted under the Cabinet Mission Plan; members were indirectly elected by the provincial

legislative assemblies; total original strength was 389 (reduced to 299 after Partition).
Hfoe e TS & agd Tfdd; T Ui faamasmei gRT simae w0 ¢ fAaffad faeg g & ga dwar 389 off (favre & a1
T 299 | S |

* First meeting held on 9 December 1946; Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha was the temporary/provisional

Chairman; Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected permanent President on 11 December 1946.
ugel! 9 9 faweR 1946 ol g%, ST, Afiars g sreurdt srezer 9; 11 AR 1946 ot 81, ISl TeTe RIRT srezrer fAaffa gul

* Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee (7 members), formed on 29 August

1947, and is regarded as the chief architect of the Constitution.
3T, dl. 3R, 3isge Uy Tinfd (7 Gew) & sreaer A, forgenT T3 29 STd 1947 & §1T; =5 AfdeT el U@ fAUehR AT STaT
gl

* The Constitution was adopted on 26 November 1949 and came into force on 26 January 1950

(celebrated as Republic Day, chosen to commemorate the 1930 Purna Swaraj declaration).
GfaemT 26 FeeR 1949 ot Sitfieha foham 7T AT 26 SR 1950 &l & 3T (0T fdad & wu # #=m Siran 8, ford 1930 <t gof
RIS grwon & Syfa & =1 ) |

* The Constitution took 2 years, 11 months and 18 days to be framed; original Constitution had 395

Articles, 22 Parts and 8 Schedules (currently 12 Schedules after amendments).
e Fmfor & 2 au, 11 718 9 18 faq oY, ot dfdem 7 395 srgede, 22 v g 8 rggfaat of (denesi & a1g ada # 12
gy €)1

Sources of the Indian Constitution

wRdg Sfdam & Ja

Country/Source Features Borrowed

Government of India Act, Federal scheme, office of Governor, judiciary, public service commissions,
1935 emergency provisions

Britain (UK) Parliamentary system, rule of law, single citizenship, Cabinet system,

bicameralism

USA Fundamental Rights, judicial review, independence of judiciary, impeachment of
President
Ireland Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), nomination of members to Rajya Sabha
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Canada

Australia

Germany (Weimar)
USSR (Russia)
South Africa

Japan

Federation with strong Centre, residuary powers with the Centre
Concurrent List, freedom of trade and commerce

Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency

Fundamental Duties, ideal of justice (social, economic, political) in Preamble
Procedure for constitutional amendment

Procedure established by law
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2. Preamble & Salient Features

WEATEHT Qe uqd faghwarg

Preamble
UEATIAT

* Describes India as a "Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic" securing to all citizens
Justice, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity; the words "Socialist" and "Secular" were added by the 42nd
Amendment Act, 1976.

VR ot "HYUl Ua-HU4, FATSIATG!], dafRUe, FlehdilEes TURMST" & %0 H aftfd s g Sit Gt ARTR! Sl =, Wc=idl, JaaT
T deya gAfaa sedt §; "gaTeardl” g "dufRde” g 423 Gene sfaffmm, 1976 gR1 S gl

* Based on the "Objectives Resolution" moved by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1946; in the Kesavananda
Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court held that the Preamble is part of the Constitution but is not
enforceable in a court of law.

1946 H STATERATE g% gRT UKJd "Se2d UwaTa" WR ST, heaig WRd! A (1973) & gatea =grmer 3 AT b uara=n
Gfder o1 fewa & wig =marera # yad-ia =gl gl
* The Preamble has been amended only once so far, by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976, which added

"Socialist", "Secular" and "Integrity" (in "unity and integrity of the Nation").
URATEAT 319 deh hael Yeh AR TIMAT & T8 &, 424 Ty srfafay, 1976 gry, Sa® "gomsiac!”, "gufRuer” g "srdsdr” (g
&l TehdT T 3RGsaT H) e SIS Y|

Salient Features
g fawang

* Lengthiest written constitution in the world; a blend of rigidity and flexibility in the amendment

process; establishes a federal system with unitary bias (often described as "quasi-federal").
s o1 o e fifEa didem; Hente ufchar § waRar  aiiciud T SI0T; TepTeteh SIohIa o AT HETT SaaeT RATfUd &hedl §
(3raFER " 37ef-TEfT" hgl ST 8) 1

* Parliamentary form of government at both Centre and States; independent judiciary with the power
of judicial review; single, integrated judicial system; single citizenship (unlike the USA).
ohe g ISl QT A HHEII MTE UUTTet; =ATieh YHfdelieh hl Qrfeky & |1 Wi =T uTielehl; Uehel, Qehighd =TI SHawT; Tehel
ANTReRT (SmRenT & o) |

» Universal adult franchise; provision for an independent Election Commission; a unique feature of

Fundamental Duties (added later by the 42nd Amendment) alongside Fundamental Rights and DPSP.
A aaes AafdeR; @d Aafas sm &1 urgem; @ifaw sifdert a Hifa Fasre gt & arr @ifas wdat Hi fafe
R (18 H 427 Fmed gRI Sist T8) |
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3. Fundamental Rights

Hifaes sifdar

* Enshrined in Part III (Articles 12-35) of the Constitution; borrowed largely from the US Bill of Rights;
originally there were 7 Fundamental Rights, now 6 after the Right to Property was removed by the

44th Amendment Act, 1978 (made a legal right under Article 300-A).
Gfdem & 9T 111 (Srgeds 12-35) & fAfea; e srRd sifder ux @ fag 71g; geid: 7 Hifeie sifdeR 2, o/ 443 detteq
rfafgw, 1978 gRT U & SR ol geTT ST & 1< 6 & (3T 300- & dgd fafdeh fehR s=rar T |

Right Articles Key Points
Right to Equality 14-18 Equality before law; abolition of untouchability (Art. 17) and titles (Art. 18)
Right to Freedom 19-22 Six freedoms (speech, assembly, association, movement, residence,

profession); protection in respect of conviction (20), life & personal liberty
(21), preventive detention (22)

Right against 23-24 Prohibits trafficking & forced labour (23); prohibits child labour below 14
Exploitation years in hazardous work (24)

Right to Freedom of 25-28 Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of
Religion religion

Cultural & 29-30 Protection of interests of minorities; right of minorities to establish
Educational Rights educational institutions

Right to 32 Called the "heart and soul" of the Constitution by Dr. Ambedkar; empowers
Constitutional SC to issue writs

Remedies

Key Points
g feig
* Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty) has been expansively interpreted by the Supreme Court

(Maneka Gandhi case, 1978) to include right to privacy, clean environment, education, and more.
3G 21 (Sftae g eafaaTa WdaIdT o AfAHR) Sl Taied =ATATerd gRT TS ARAT Sl T3 8 (A= el AHer, 1978), o
frsTdT, T gafazo, fren snfe o1 sifdierR enfaa g1

* Five types of Writs under Article 32/226: Habeas Corpus, Mandamus, Prohibition, Certiorari, and Quo
Warranto; Article 32 gives this power to the Supreme Court, while Article 226 gives a wider power to

High Courts.
DS 32/226 & dgd Uid UhR i Re: st ucaafienon, wramdsr, ufasy, 3w g sifder-g=oT; sifwe 32 I8 Afwt Fare
AR i 3T &, STk TG 226 I AT T SATIS AT ST 2

* Fundamental Rights are not absolute — subject to reasonable restrictions; they can be suspended

during a National Emergency (Article 359), except Articles 20 and 21 which can never be suspended.
Hiferes srferR fARder 78l § — gfaagaa Mdert & arefi §; I simuTaesTel (S1gwg 359) & SR 36 fHeitad fohaT ST el &,
&ar argwde 20 9 21 &, 58 St Feifea =11 fomar s wehd

* Right to Education (Article 21-A) was inserted by the 86th Amendment Act, 2002, making free and
compulsory education a fundamental right for children aged 6-14 years.
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frer o1 iR (3rTede 21-) 863 Teiter sifafam, 2002 gRT Sitgr T, @ 6-14 af & =it & forg PRegfees g Sifart e
Tep Hifeles SifdepR o 1
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4. DPSP & Fundamental Duties

Iy Hifa fA2erer a9« v #ifds ewdaa

Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV, Articles 36-51)
ey Hifa Ao aa

* Borrowed from the Irish Constitution; described by Dr. Ambedkar as "novel features" of the
Constitution; are non-justiciable (not enforceable by courts) but "fundamental in the governance of
the country".

Jrafeer didem @ foig 7g; . sidgar gRT dfdem 6t "a fALIVdTS" Jamram T, 3 IR-=IRETd & (KITed gRT Yad-1 =1g1) 0ig
"32T & M H JeAYd" &

* Broadly classified into Gandhian, Socialist and Liberal-Intellectual principles; examples: Article 39
(equal pay for equal work), Article 44 (Uniform Civil Code), Article 45 (early childhood care), Article 48-
A (protection of environment), Article 50 (separation of judiciary from executive).

T Y  Tieftaret, FATSIATE! g 3qR-d1fgen Rigidl # aifigd; STTER0T: 3we 39 (THH R g THH IdH), 36 44 (T4
ATRes TfgT), SITee 45 (TR Ak STedTawIT SGHT), e 48-ah (TafaroT GRevn), srgede 50 (hriuTfeieT & =raaifeieh! a1
JJeRhe) |

* In case of conflict between Fundamental Rights and DPSP, the Supreme Court in the Minerva Mills

case (1980) held that harmony and balance between the two is essential; neither is superior.
Hiferes sifdepR g Hifa s dal & eavra & fAfT 8, B=at B ame (1980) § atea <araterd = &gl fh aHl § ae g
Tger 3masas &; i off gu T 81

Fundamental Duties (Article 51-A)
Hifeles shdea

* Added by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976, on the recommendation of the Swaran Singh Committee;
borrowed from the erstwhile USSR (Russia); originally 10 duties, an 11th was added by the 86th

Amendment Act, 2002 (duty of parents to provide education to children aged 6-14).
wui &g afafa & RwRer w 424 d@sntes sifafamm, 1976 gR1 S MY, dchren= Gifdad @9 (¥9) § fag 71g; gea: 10 Sde 3,
864 denter srfafaam, 2002 gRT 11ai SST 1T (6-14 a9 & <at b A1 S &1 ATdT-fAdT o1 ahdea) |

* Found in Part IV-A of the Constitution; are also non-justiciable, i.e. cannot be enforced through

courts, though laws may be made to enforce some of them.
Gfder & 9T V- 7 Sfeaif@a; & oft R-=amaevd 8, srufd =amarerat & Aregs @ yad=ia =g, gieiifch 378 9 $& Pl 1] - 8g

I ST ST Hehd &

* Duties include: abiding by the Constitution and respecting its ideals; cherishing the noble ideals of
the freedom struggle; upholding sovereignty, unity and integrity of India; promoting harmony;
protecting the environment and public property; and striving towards excellence.
heicdl # M g AT BT UTe T I SHh TGN BT T AT, WAsdl HUTH o IS TG hl HoTHT, WRA hl T,
QehdT d SESAT Sl ST IGHT; FGMG i SG1aT ST, TATaR0T  HIdSI-ch YT chl I&IT SheT; dUT SPET i SR TATH SHeAT|
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5. Union Executive

" Y wrRiarfasT

President of India
WRe T agufd

* Head of the State and first citizen of India (Article 52); elected indirectly by an Electoral College
consisting of elected members of both Houses of Parliament and elected members of State (and UT
of Delhi & Puducherry) Legislative Assemblies, using the system of proportional representation by

means of a single transferable vote.

S I THE T MR T J2UH ANTRS (TG 52); TUG & aHI G- o (Haifad Gawi 97 Ts4t (T f3eet T ggant 99 I5g &)
h faemrgsei & Raffa gt @ 9 Rafaed dee gR1 Tahd dshAvfla Ad & A1eaw § sirguifdes ufafAfda gomeft & e wu
g Fatfal

* Minimum age 35 years; term of office is 5 years, eligible for re-election; can be removed only through

impeachment (Article 61) for "violation of the Constitution", initiated in either House of Parliament.
AT 311 35 aY; RihTe 5 ay, gAfHafa &g ur; dad "dfdy & Seetaa" & g AT (Srgwe 61) & ATeaH § gern ST
GehdT §, ST 6 o fohelt oft wg # == fohaT ST depa &1

* Executive powers are exercised on the "aid and advice" of the Council of Ministers headed by the
Prime Minister (42nd & 44th Amendments made this advice binding); can grant pardons, reprieves,

respites or remissions of punishment (Article 72).
FRIRRY Al ST TRt Tem=Hs ht sregerdr arell ARuRee it "ggridr @ Terg” W ket ST § (424 @ 449 detted A 59 Jeltg
& TAHRY SRIT); &FHIGH, TG, ORI A1 &3 Y AT S TehelT & (ST 72)!

Vice-President, Prime Minister & Council of Ministers
Suztgufd, gash gd d@fEaikeg
* Vice-President (Article 63) is ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha; elected by an Electoral College

consisting of members of both Houses of Parliament (unlike the President's, this does not include

State legislators).
SIRTFUf (STFE% 63) ASTHHT HT Ue GHTUI BIdT &; TS & QI T&-1 & Ia & 9+ fafaess dsa grr Faffea (gufa &
faia, 3o s fQurges e 781 81a) 1

* Prime Minister (Article 74/75) is appointed by the President and is usually the leader of the majority
party/coalition in the Lok Sabha; heads the Council of Ministers and is the real executive authority;

acts as the chief link between the President and the Council of Ministers.
gUTHAT (31geds 74/75) gufd gRT Rger foham SITdT & auT A diehd T # IgHd Gol/TSsY &l AdT gidT &; HiFATRYE el
TG BT & 21T adfae BRIGR! USSR 8idT §; AUl g #HuRkyg & §ia ge wal &1 wRf w8l

* Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha (Article 75(3)); comprises Cabinet
Ministers, Ministers of State, and Deputy Ministers; total size cannot exceed 15% of the total strength
of the Lok Sabha (91st Amendment, 2003).

#uRvg anfds ©U & atrar & ufd STRarh gidt & (3w 75(3)); 398 hisae 73, g #at g 3u #:ft enfiet g §; e
AT Aha T I S TG T&AT & 15% T 31fdeh Tl g Tehdt (913 Herted, 2003)
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6. Parliament

q9e

* Bicameral legislature consisting of the President, Lok Sabha (House of the People) and Rajya Sabha
(Council of States); Lok Sabha's maximum strength is fixed at 552 (currently 543 elected members)
and Rajya Sabha's at 250 (238 elected + 12 nominated).

AT, ARG (ST Bl T&) T AT AT (a1 it aReg) T e o+t fgae-ta saawnfier; aieayr 6t srfeeay e 552
fReifa § (adam 7 543 fRaffa aewr) qur Tsager 6 250 (238 fRaiRd + 12 #=i-id) |

* Lok Sabha members are directly elected by the people for a term of 5 years (unless dissolved earlier);
Rajya Sabha is a permanent body (not subject to dissolution), with one-third of its members retiring

every second year (6-year term per member).
ARIIT TG ST gRT T 5 T & PRichTel (a0 deh Gd | 71 7 §1) g Faifad gid §; IsaqT T Rt ¥e & (371 81 gidn),
fSrTeh Uep-fAeTs T Udish gER Iy QaTg &id & (IS T 6 a¥ ol HrRichIeT) |

* Money Bills (Article 110) can only be introduced in the Lok Sabha, with the prior recommendation of
the President; the Rajya Sabha can only recommend changes/return the bill within 14 days, but

cannot reject or amend it.
o fAgaes (e 110) hael el H, Ayl &l qd SR & Ugd haT ST Hehal ; I5qdHT chael URad i RAthrRer e
Gendll 8/14 fai # fadaes dier Gahdt 8, tig 39 SrediiehR a1 Tenfad 18 e Fehdll|

* Key parliamentary devices: Question Hour, Zero Hour (an Indian innovation, not mentioned in the
Rules of Procedure), Motion of No-Confidence (can be moved only in Lok Sabha), Adjournment

Motion, and Calling Attention Motion.
JE HUGR SUGHRUT: UHHId, LRIRT (Teh YR AR, Ufehar Aol & Ieaifad T8l), iy uwdra (had ailchaT & T Sl
GehdT &), RO UdTd, T SRy T TATd |

* Anti-Defection Law is contained in the Tenth Schedule, added by the 52nd Amendment Act, 1985; the

Speaker/Chairman decides on disqualification questions relating to defection.
Go-gad foxteft s qodt gt | [fgd €, St 529 deiter sifafam, 1985 gRT SST 1T, Sd-dadt & Taferd SIgdT & Usil &1
Aot sreger/gvmufa e &1

Legislative Procedure
faemdt uferar

* An Ordinary Bill must be passed by both Houses and then sent to the President; in case of a
deadlock, a Joint Sitting (Article 108) is convened, presided over by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha; has
been used only thrice so far (Dowry Prohibition Bill 1961, Banking Service Commission Bill 1978,

POTA Bill 2002).

1Rl faeres ot QAT TaA1 gRT uTiRd fohar ST 31aedes g aT fhe Irgufd & g 91 Sirar §; Tifakly < f=fd |, @y dos
(3rFg 108) FATS AT 8, fSITeh! TeerdT clchaHT A&l Td &, 3T dh hdel di- aR TN I 718 & (3gst ufasey fagdaes 1961,
dfeh Tar s fadaes 1978, dier fadas 2002) |
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7. Judiciary: Supreme Court & High Courts

ATAYIfhl: Hai<d URITAT Qd 3= AT

+ India has a single, integrated judicial system with the Supreme Court at the apex, followed by High
Courts at the state level and subordinate/district courts; the judiciary is independent of the

legislature and executive.
WRA # Tehdl, Tehlchd =TI e g forad it R ddiea =ArdTerd, 59 TR R 3 AT a0 sreflaw/ S =manerd §;
=rruTetent fAeRient a riuTfcie & W &1

* Supreme Court judges are appointed by the President (in consultation with the Collegium, as per the
Third Judges Case, 1998); retirement age is 65 years; can be removed only through impeachment for

"proved misbehaviour or incapacity".
ateg e o =aranefier S Fgfaa Tgufa grT (leforam & wmet §, g =aramefisr Aarar, 1998 & gdaR) &l Sl §;
YarfAgha &t 3mg 65 av 8; "fAig shararR a1 A" & fQ shdel AN & H1eqH & g/l ST Hehal B

* The Supreme Court has original, appellate, and advisory jurisdiction; Article 32 gives it original
jurisdiction to enforce Fundamental Rights; Article 141 makes its law binding on all courts within

India.
e AT & U g, 3dieha 7 wmreierft &faeR §; srs 32 38 Mifdie ifddrl ot an] e o Je STfeR a7 §;
ITBE 141 39 fAfY ot WRA & T =Tl W areadhR ST 8|

* Judicial Review — the power of courts to examine the constitutionality of legislative and executive
actions — is implicit in the Constitution (drawn from the US) and was affirmed in landmark cases

such as Kesavananda Bharati (1973), which propounded the "Basic Structure Doctrine".
=fAeh GAfdeiteh — fAurdt g HrieRt sl B Gaenfacar 6 Sirg st & =Tt d erfad — e & siafifea & (smRer @
foram ) e Sherare WRdT (1973) S8 Ufdeiaes Ame # g4t gfe g8, [ "smaryd o RAgia” ufaurfd fam

* High Court judges are also appointed by the President; retirement age is 62 years; a High Court can
have jurisdiction over more than one state (e.g. Punjab and Haryana High Court), or a state may have

a common High Court with a Union Territory.
Sog e & =grardien B e of wgufa grr 6t st €; Sarfgit emg 62 avf §; v ST =maTerd BT SfdeR T @ sfde
ST WR gl GohdT & (Y ST g gRamon 3= <amarerd), ar foreht o o fobelt e wrsa &5 & 91 91t 3 —ITerd 81 9ehdl &1

UPPSC Prelims 2026 — Indian Polity Notes | Page 11 of 25



8. State Government

Y HIhR

* Governor (Article 153) is the head of the state executive, appointed by the President and holds office
"during the pleasure of the President"; acts mostly on the aid and advice of the state Council of

Ministers headed by the Chief Minister, but has certain discretionary powers.
ISIUTE (31 153) 5T SRiUTfcIenT Sl WA BIdT 8, IFUTT gRT Mger forar Sirar ¢ aum "rgufd & gaeudd” ug gRoT ohdl &;
TR T HAHAT chl LT dTell A5 HHAURYS ! GERIAT d Hellg R i ahedl 8, IRg Fo [aadhei rferrai off w@ar g1

* Chief Minister is appointed by the Governor and is usually the leader of the majority party in the state
Legislative Assembly; the state Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the Legislative

Assembly.
TN Al Fgfert ISFUT GRT I STl § AT A 9 5T [AUT=ET # IgHd el ol AdT 8T §; 5 ARURYG dfach 9
Y faumar & ufd ITrery gidt g1

* State Legislature can be unicameral (Legislative Assembly/Vidhan Sabha only) or bicameral (with an
additional Legislative Council/Vidhan Parishad); currently only a few states (e.g. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana) have a Legislative Council.
sy e gerdeHa (had faemasn) ar fgae-ta (sifafked e uRvg @fgd) gt gond! §; ada & dhad $o Isal (99 3™
UeT, fUBR, AERTE, Shiceh, afigl weeT, derin) & fum aRue g1

* Article 356 provides for the imposition of "President's Rule" in a state if its government cannot be
carried on in accordance with the Constitution; such a proclamation must be approved by both

Houses of Parliament within two months.
TG 356 fopelt s § "APUTS AMAH" S BT UTae= T & AfS a8t Y SRR AT & SR el IelTs ST Fehell; Tt
SGIVUT &t TG & ST T gRT &t 718 & iR srgaifa fasa ST simasaes g1
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9. Local Self-Government

QU @amraa

* 73rd Amendment Act, 1992 gave constitutional status to Panchayati Raj Institutions (rural local self-
government) by adding Part IX and the Eleventh Schedule (29 subjects) to the Constitution;
established a three-tier system — Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti (Block), and Zila Parishad
(District).

733 denter srfafaad, 1992 7 d@fdem & 9T IX  ®Rgdt gt (29 faw) Sea damdt et dwmsi (amdior g @eme=) st
daenfe gt fear; A aw @fud 6 — I gard, darid 9 (@3), a [Ster aikvg ([Sre) |

+ 74th Amendment Act, 1992 gave constitutional status to urban local bodies by adding Part IX-A and
the Twelfth Schedule (18 subjects); provides for three types of municipalities — Nagar Panchayat
(transitional area), Municipal Council (smaller urban area), and Municipal Corporation (larger urban

area).

743 detter arfaffm, 1992 7 Tfdems & wnT IX-& 7 aRgd! st (18 fawar) Sear et @i fAart st wdenfaes gwif faar,
T IR Y TR grfcrenTait el U ehdl & — TR UARId (YshHUThIeN &), TR gRu<E (Bter 28t &), g TR A (327 gt
&) |

* Both amendments provide for a State Election Commission (Article 243K/243ZA) to conduct elections,
a State Finance Commission (Article 2431/243Y) to review finances, and reservation of seats for SCs,

STs and women (not less than one-third) in these bodies.
QAT Heltere gATa o g I Hafes ST (Srgede 243eh/2439-a), fa< i aiter gq wsd a1 ST (31w 24331/24373)
de g Feprat # srggfad Sifd, srgfRa SHenfd g Afgernatt (77 8 oA Ueh-fdgrs) o folg 3TReroT & uraem ovd &1

* Gram Sabha is the foundation of the Panchayati Raj system — a body consisting of all persons

registered as voters in a village comprised within the area of a Panchayat.
UTH T TR o1 a1 6t i § — ag foret damad &= # enfiret 1id & Aagrar Gt # Usitpd I+t aafeaat @ o+t dw g1
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10. Constitutional & Statutory Bodies
Haunfaes gd durfRes A

Body

Election Commission of India

Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC)

State Public Service
Commission (SPSC)

Comptroller & Auditor
General (CAG)

Attorney General of India

Finance Commission

National Commission for SCs

National Commission for STs

Article

324

315-
323

315-
323

148-
151

76

280

338

338-A

Function

Conducts elections to Parliament, State Legislatures, and the offices
of President & Vice-President

Conducts examinations for All-India and Central services

Conducts examinations for state civil services (e.g. UPPSC for Uttar
Pradesh)

Audits accounts of the Union and States; called the "guardian of the
public purse"

Highest law officer; chief legal adviser to the Government of India

Recommends distribution of tax revenue between the Union and the
States (constituted every 5 years)

Safeguards the interests of Scheduled Castes

Safeguards the interests of Scheduled Tribes

Note: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), Central Information Commission (CIC), and Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC) are statutory bodies (created by an Act of Parliament), not constitutional bodies.
& & AR AFAIIRR SRINT (NHRC), Shefla Ga=1 ST (CIC), T hella dchdT AN (CVC) Gerfes Fepr € (T893 o sifafaas

gR1 TTfSd), aeAes eprr 8|
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11. Constitutional Amendment & Emergency

Gfderm= Hene Td 3mUTdehTe

Amendment Procedure (Article 368)
Tene ufehar

* Borrowed from South Africa; three methods exist: (i) by simple majority of Parliament (not under
Article 368, e.g. creation of new states); (ii) by special majority of Parliament (majority of total
membership + 2/3rd of members present and voting); (iii) special majority plus ratification by at least
half the state legislatures (for federal provisions).
gfaror srchient @ forar wa; = faferat Hig &: (i) T4 & J1eRuT agad & (31w 368 & Sfard 78!, S8 AT Isdl &1 1eA); (ii)
G & A9y agHd & (el SRIAT 1 IgHd + UM g HaQH e alet Gawdi & 2/3); (iii) fAy sgaa au1 A 8 A 3d Isg
fAerrHge @1 srgameA (Heta uraeri 8q) |

* The "Basic Structure Doctrine", propounded in the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), holds that
Parliament cannot amend the Constitution in a way that destroys its "basic structure" (e.q.
supremacy of the Constitution, federalism, secularism, judicial review).

AT TR AW (1973) & ufduifea "sneRyd afar Rgid" & SR dug dfdam & a1 Gened T8i o dahd! St 3%
"JTIRYd &id" (Sie Tfdem d gateaar, duars, dufRuedr, =i gafdeie) &t T8 & 31

Emergency Provisions (Part XVIII)

STATARTA WG

Type Article Ground

National Emergency 352 War, external aggression, or armed rebellion (changed from "internal
disturbance" by the 44th Amendment)

State Emergency 356 Failure of constitutional machinery in a state

(President's Rule)

Financial Emergency 360 Threat to the financial stability or credit of India (never imposed so far)

* National Emergency has been proclaimed three times: 1962 (Sino-Indian War), 1971 (Indo-Pak War),
and 1975-77 (internal disturbance, under Indira Gandhi's government); the 44th Amendment Act,
1978 introduced safeguards against its misuse.

TERT SATUTAhTe 1 SR &RTT 1 8: 1962 (MRA-HH eg), 1971 (VRA-UTeh gg), a1 1975-77 (Sridfees srenifd, gfaxr mieht
TRHR & IRM); 443 Gene SAfafam, 1978 3 58 gBUANT ol ek 8g Y& IUN & fhu|
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12. Schedules, Articles & Important Facts
SrggfaTi, srgede Td Agaqul a2

Schedule
First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh

Twelfth

Content

Names of States and Union Territories

Salaries/allowances of President, Governors, Judges, Speaker, CAG, etc.
Forms of oaths and affirmations

Allocation of seats in the Rajya Sabha to States/UTs

Administration of Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes
Administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram
Union List, State List, and Concurrent List

Official languages (22 languages currently)

Acts protected from judicial review (added by 1st Amendment, 1951)
Anti-defection provisions (added by 52nd Amendment, 1985)

Powers of Panchayati Raj Institutions (added by 73rd Amendment, 1992)

Powers of Municipalities (added by 74th Amendment, 1992)

Important Articles at a glance: Art. 1 - Name and territory of India; Art. 14 - Equality before law; Art. 21 -
Right to life; Art. 32 - Right to constitutional remedies; Art. 44 - Uniform Civil Code; Art. 51-A - Fundamental
Duties; Art. 61 - Impeachment of President; Art. 72 - Pardoning power of President; Art. 76 - Attorney
General; Art. 148 - CAG; Art. 226 - Writ jurisdiction of High Courts; Art. 280 - Finance Commission; Art. 324 -
Election Commission; Art. 352/356/360 - Emergency provisions; Art. 368 - Amendment procedure.
HEaqul 3T Teh ToR H: 3Fwde 1 - WRA ol A g ASTLH,; e 14 - fAfd & qrer G0, 3rgeda 21 - Siia &l ifdsR;
DG 32 - Gk IUTRT BT fABR; ST 44 - A AN TiRdT; 3rfwdg 51-% - e Pded; D 61 - AFUfA R
TR, S1gedg 72 - AFUfd Y erme Al e 76 - eI, 3ws 148 - fRiFh-Agioamiier; sigws 226 - I
ATt T Re SfAaR; srwde 280 - faxr omatT; sigwde 324 - fAafas emaiT; srgwde 352/356/360 - STUTAHIC UTaer,
3TEdE 368 - Terte ufehan|
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13. Topic-wise MCQ Bank

fawgar agfaeadta as &

Answers are marked at the end of each question. / T Ul & 3id & Tgt 3R gerfar ma g1

A. Making of the Constitution

dfaems Awfor
Q1. Who was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly?
e T 1 Uey wiAfd & arege i 9?

(a) Dr. Rajendra Prasad (b) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

(c) Jawaharlal Nehru (d) Sardar Patel
Answer: (b) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar — . &f.31R. sidsaH

Q2. The idea of a Constituent Assembly for India was first put forward by:
R & forg Tidem g o1 far gduem fhaa war ar

(a) M.N. Roy (b) Jawaharlal Nehru
(c) B.R. Ambedkar (d) M.K. Gandhi
Answer: (a) M.N. Roy — TH.GH. 3T

Q3. Which foreign source contributed the concept of Directive Principles of State Policy to the Indian

Constitution?
IR dfder™ & Isg Hifa e dat hi saemron g faeeh wia 9 «f 7$?

(a) USA (b) Ireland
(c) Canada (d) Australia
Answer: (b) Ireland — 3RRAS

B. Preamble & Fundamental Rights

AT U Hifdlh SifdarR
Q4. The words "Socialist" and "Secular" were added to the Preamble by which amendment?
&I # TS g "gufaRger oree fohe deited gRT i 7w

(a) 42nd Amendment (b) 44th Amendment

(c) 73rd Amendment (d) 86th Amendment
Answer: (a) 42nd Amendment — 42ai Genies

Q5. Which Article is known as the "heart and soul" of the Constitution, as described by Dr.
Ambedkar?

(a) Article 14 (b) Article 21

(c) Article 32 (d) Article 19

Answer: (c) Article 32 — 3/=g 32
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Q6. Which of the following writs is issued to direct a public official to perform a duty they have failed

to perform?
foreht Ater UQTTARRY eht S eheied h UTeTH B MGIId ahee oh felq -8t Re ST & STt 87

(a) Habeas Corpus (b) Mandamus
(c) Certiorari (d) Quo Warranto

Answer: (b) Mandamus — TRHTEST

Q7. Which Fundamental Right was removed from Part III and made a legal right by the 44th

Amendment Act, 19782
443 Gene rfafaam, 1978 grRT v 111 & fohe Hifeies sifdepR opl geTans fafdes sifeier s=mam mar?

(a) Right to Equality (b) Right to Property
(c) Right to Freedom (d) Right against Exploitation
Answer: (b) Right to Property — duf o1 SifdepR

C. Union Executive & Parliament
Q8. The President of India is elected by an Electoral College using which system?
YRd & gufd & fAataq Rafe dea grr faa vonelt & forar sirar 82

(b) Proportional representation by single
(a) First-past-the-post transferable vote

(c) List proportional representation (d) Direct election

Answer: (b) Proportional representation by single transferable vote — Qe SichHufta Ad gRT SiTguTfaes ufafafaa

Q9. A Money Bill can be introduced in Parliament only in the:
o fAeaeh T9g # had Shal U¥gd o ST HehdT 87

(a) Rajya Sabha (b) Lok Sabha

(c) Either House (d) Joint Sitting only
Answer: (b) Lok Sabha — dfergur

Q10. The Anti-Defection Law is contained in which Schedule of the Constitution?
god-sge faRreft g dfden &t forg s & fAfga 82

(a) Ninth Schedule (b) Tenth Schedule

(c) Eleventh Schedule (d) Twelfth Schedule

Answer: (b) Tenth Schedule — g&ef Srgg

Q11. A motion of no-confidence against the Council of Ministers can be moved only in:
nfAuRRug & faveg sifdeara uedra Shaet shgt AT ST GehdT 87

(a) Rajya Sabha (b) Lok Sabha
(c) Both Houses jointly (d) State Legislature
Answer: (b) Lok Sabha — dltergur
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D. Judiciary & State Government

ATIITIAHT Qe 5T ALHR
Q12. The "Basic Structure Doctrine" was propounded by the Supreme Court in which case?
"SR G [gid" Hated Ao gRT fohd A1et | Hfdarfed foar mar?

(a) Golaknath case (b) Kesavananda Bharati case

(c) Minerva Mills case (d) Maneka Gandhi case

Answer: (b) Kesavananda Bharati case — herdFe YR AT

Q13. The retirement age of a Supreme Court judge is:
gatea IR o =aranefier i Tar-ghy omg & 82

(a) 60 years (b) 62 years
(c) 65 years (d) 70 years
Answer: (c) 65 years — 65 T

Q14. Article 356, dealing with the failure of constitutional machinery in a state, provides for:
TS # HIeTeh o i fatherar & Fefaa srgeds 356 fohaenT UTaem rdr 8?

(a) National Emergency (b) President's Rule

(c) Financial Emergency (d) Martial Law

Answer: (b) President's Rule — rgufa ema=

E. Local Self-Government & Constitutional Bodies

I @2 gd daunfae R
Q15. The 73rd Amendment Act, 1992 added which Schedule to the Constitution?
73d denee sifafagw, 1992 7 d@fdem & o=-at syt sier?

(a) Tenth Schedule (b) Eleventh Schedule

(c) Twelfth Schedule (d) Ninth Schedule

Answer: (b) Eleventh Schedule — ®Rgd gt

Q16. Which constitutional body is described as the "guardian of the public purse"?
fohg ddenfes e @t "ATdSIeh Y T W& el STdT 87
(a) Finance Commission (b) Comptroller and Auditor General
(c) UPSC (d) Election Commission
Answer: (b) Comptroller and Auditor General — fRd=-Agre@terh

Q17. The Gram Sabha, foundation of the Panchayati Raj system, consists of:
Gl ST et <hl A1, 7 g9, fohad & gidt 87

(a) All elected Panchayat members only (b) All registered voters of the village
(c) Only the Sarpanch and Ward members (d) District officials
Answer: (b) All registered voters of the village — 7ia & &t dsfigpa Aagrar
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F. Amendment & Emergency Provisions
HeMed gd STUTdehIcA Uraem=

Q18. National Emergency under Article 352 can be proclaimed on the grounds of war, external

aggression or:
3G 352 & d&d UL STUTdehT gsg, ITeX! SITEhAUT AT fhd SR TR GIfSd foha ST @ehdT 87

(a) Internal disturbance (b) Armed rebellion
(c) Financial instability (d) Natural disaster

Answer: (b) Armed rebellion — 92r& fagie

Q19. Which type of Emergency has never been imposed in India so far?
Rd § 319 deb fohg YR T 3MUTdehTe heft T8 e Tar?

(a) National Emergency (b) President's Rule
(c) Financial Emergency (d) None of the above

Answer: (c) Financial Emergency — f<fia staraesre

Q20. An amendment affecting federal provisions (like Article 368 itself) requires special majority of

Parliament plus:
eI grayTET (S e 368) tht UHIAd e alel e g TS o ALY IgAd & T RIT AL 87

(a) Approval of the President alone (b) Ratification by at least half the state legislatures
(c) Referendum (d) Approval of the Supreme Court
Answer: (b) Ratification by at least half the state legislatures — &H & &# 3€ 54 fAyTHEAl 1 SrgERLT
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14. PYQ-Pattern Practice Set

gd a9 us-2elt 3T de

These questions are framed in the exact style, format, and difficulty level frequently repeated in UPPSC/
UPSC Prelims General Studies Paper-I based on well-established facts about recurring high-yield themes
(Fundamental Rights, Parliament, Judiciary, Constitutional Amendments, Local Self-Government). Use them
for pattern practice alongside the official previous-year papers.

T g2r UPPSC/UPSC URf9eh el ITHT=g 31ed U2igsl-1 § gR-IR SIgeU ST T 3=9-Hed faud) (Hifae sifder, ddg,
IrYTfeieht, TiAem Gened, R @Wmae) W nerRd Rfad d2a) & MR W 39T deft, Uy g shidre TR § IR fhu e &1 g2
STTfeehTReh gd It USTUa oh H1eT 73T &g TN il

1. With reference to the Indian Constitution, consider the following statements:

1. The Preamble has been amended more than once.

2. The Preamble is not enforceable in a court of law.

3. The Preamble was based on the "Objectives Resolution” moved by Jawaharlal Nehru.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d) 3 only

Answer: (a) 2 and 3 only

2. Consider the following pairs of Fundamental Rights and their corresponding Articles:
1. Right against Exploitation — Articles 23-24
2. Right to Freedom of Religion — Articles 25-28
3. Cultural and Educational Rights — Articles 29-30
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c)2and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
Answer: (d) 1,2 and 3

3. With reference to the Directive Principles of State Policy, which of the following statements is/are
correct?
1. They are non-justiciable.
2. They are borrowed from the Constitution of Ireland.
3. In the Minerva Mills case, the Supreme Court held that Fundamental Rights are always superior to
DPSP.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only
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4. Which of the following statements about the Vice-President of India is/are correct?
1. He is the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.
2. He is elected by an Electoral College comprising members of both Houses of Parliament and State
Legislative Assemblies.
3. He can be removed only by impeachment in the same manner as the President.
(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d)2 and 3 only

Answer: (a) 1 only

5. With reference to the Indian Parliament, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. The Rajya Sabha is a permanent body not subject to dissolution.
2. One-third of the Rajya Sabha members retire every two years.
3. A Money Bill cannot be introduced in the Rajya Sabha.
(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d) 1 only

Answer: (c)1,2and 3

6. Which of the following Constitutional Amendment Acts is correctly matched with its provision?
1. 42nd Amendment — Added Fundamental Duties
2. 44th Amendment — Removed Right to Property from Fundamental Rights
3. 73rd Amendment — Gave constitutional status to urban local bodies
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only (73rd Amendment relates to Panchayati Raj/rural bodies, not urban)

7. With reference to Judicial Review in India, consider the following statements:
1. It empowers courts to examine the constitutionality of legislative and executive actions.
2. It was borrowed from the Constitution of the United States.
3. The Basic Structure Doctrine restricts Parliament's power to amend the Constitution.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
Answer: (d)1,2and 3

8. With reference to the Governor of a State, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. He is appointed by the President.
2. He holds office during the pleasure of the President.
3. He always acts on the binding advice of the state Council of Ministers, without exception.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d) 1 only

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

UPPSC Prelims 2026 — Indian Polity Notes | Page 22 of 25



9. Which of the following statements regarding the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts
is/are correct?
1. Both provide for a State Election Commission.
2. Both provide for reservation of seats for women, not less than one-third.
3. The 74th Amendment added the Eleventh Schedule to the Constitution.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only (the 73rd Amendment added the Eleventh Schedule; the 74th added the Twelfth)

10. With reference to Emergency provisions in the Indian Constitution, which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1. National Emergency has been proclaimed three times so far.
2. Fundamental Rights under Articles 20 and 21 cannot be suspended even during a National
Emergency.
3. AFinancial Emergency has been imposed once, in 1991.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only (a Financial Emergency has never been imposed)

11. Which of the following is/are functions of the Finance Commission of India?
1. Recommending the distribution of tax revenue between the Union and the States.
2. Recommending principles governing grants-in-aid to the states.
3. Auditing the accounts of the Union and State governments.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only (auditing is the function of the CAG, not the Finance Commission)

12. With reference to the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1. Its members are appointed by the President.
2.Itis a constitutional body established under Article 315.
3. Its recommendations are legally binding on the Government of India.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only (UPSC recommendations are not legally binding, though usually followed)

13. With reference to Fundamental Duties under Article 51-A, which of the following statements is/
are correct?
1. They were added by the 42nd Amendment Act on the recommendation of the Swaran Singh
Committee.
2. They are justiciable and enforceable directly through the courts.
3. There are currently eleven Fundamental Duties.

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only
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14. Which one of the following schedules of the Constitution contains provisions related to the
administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram?

(a) Fifth Schedule (b) Sixth Schedule

(c) Ninth Schedule (d) Eleventh Schedule
Answer: (b) Sixth Schedule

15. Consider the following statements about the office of the Attorney General of India:
1. He is the highest law officer of the country.
2. He is appointed by the President.
3. He has the right to speak in both Houses of Parliament and their Committees, but does not have
the right to vote.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (d) 1,2 and 3

16. Which of the following Acts/Documents contributed the "federal scheme" and "office of
Governor" to the Indian Constitution?

(a) Government of India Act, 1935 (b) Indian Councils Act, 1909

(c) Government of India Act, 1919 (d) Charter Act, 1833

Answer: (a) Government of India Act, 1935

17. With reference to writs issued by courts in India, consider the following statements:
1. Habeas Corpus is issued to release a person illegally detained.
2. Quo Warranto is issued to restrain a person from holding a public office to which they are not
entitled.
3. Certiorari can be issued only by the Supreme Court, not the High Courts.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only (High Courts can also issue Certiorari under Article 226)

18. The maximum permissible size of the Council of Ministers at the Union level, as per the 91st
Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003, is:

(a) 10% of the total strength of the Lok Sabha (b) 15% of the total strength of the Lok Sabha

(c) 20% of the total strength of the Lok Sabha (d) No limit prescribed
Answer: (b) 15% of the total strength of the Lok Sabha

19. Which of the following statements about the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution is/are correct?
1. It was added by the First Amendment Act, 1951.
2. Laws placed in it are completely immune from judicial review in all circumstances.
3. The Supreme Court has held that laws added to it after 1973 (the date of the Kesavananda Bharati
judgment) are subject to judicial review if they violate the basic structure.

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c)1and 2 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only
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20. With reference to State Legislative Councils in India, which of the following statements is/are
correct?

1. Every state in India is required to have a Legislative Council.

2. A Legislative Council can be created or abolished by Parliament on the recommendation of the
concerned state's Legislative Assembly.

3. Members of the Legislative Council are directly elected by the people of the state.

(a) 2 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c)2and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 2 only

Answer Key (Quick Reference)

IR oft (alRea d@g)
1. (@) 5. () 9.(a) 13.(a) 17.(a)
2.(d) 6.(a) 10. (a) 14. (b) 18. (b)
3.(a) 7.(d) 11.(a) 15. (d) 19.(a)
4. (a) 8.(a) 12.(a) 16. (a) 20. (a)

Study Tip: Focus especially on Articles, Schedules, and landmark case names — UPPSC frequently frames
statement-based (assertion/matching) questions on exactly these details. Revise the note sections
thoroughly before attempting the MCQs.

e ggia: Iy wu & srgdal, srgfRat a Ufaeries Ame & Al wR e § — UPPSC SRR g1 faaron R smenRa srem-
STRA (FH) U9 T1dT &1 MCQ &1 ohi & UGl Al @8l bl ! dg GoRIaeiiech hi
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