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1. Prehistoric Period

urifag e o

Paleolithic Age (Old Stone Age, ~2.6 mn - 10,000 BCE)
YRIATHTOT hled
* Divided into Early (Lower), Middle, and Upper Paleolithic based on tool technology; humans were

hunter-gatherers, used unpolished, rough stone tools (hand-axes, cleavers, scrapers, blades).
YRTUTSTOT Shlel Sl JUSHRUT dehileh oh SHTYR UR 4+, Heg 3R I=a ofi= 9Tl # sffer T §; Ay fepri-urges & SfR fa= uifersr farg
TSR TR F SR (5-FoR, Frerof, wza) wivr &= 9

« Important sites: Soan Valley (Punjab, now Pakistan) - Lower Paleolithic; Bhimbetka (Madhya Pradesh)

- rock shelters with cave paintings; Kurnool caves (Andhra Pradesh); Belan Valley (UP).
TG Rt O a1t (USTe), fiaeied (757 uder) — T sl aret AT, S ToIQ (31ier uaer), S areh (IR uaeT) |

* No evidence of agriculture, pottery, or fire (early phase); people lived in caves and rock shelters.
P, FEHTE T S (URfHh =0T H) & PIg THI0T g1, N1 Th137 g AaArsrt # g I

Mesolithic Age (Middle Stone Age, ~10,000 - 8,000 BCE)
HEOYTHTUT <hlcd

* Characterized by microliths (small, finely worked stone tools); climate became warmer, leading to

changes in flora and fauna.
S e hl UgdT Y&H TTIT0T SYSKRUT (ATSshiferedt) & gl §; STorarg 7T gi- 9§ g¥dfd d Sfa-sigait # gikad sl

* Beginning of domestication of animals (dog first) and semi-permanent settlements; earliest evidence
of burial of the dead. Important site: Bagor (Rajasthan), Adamgarh (MP), Langhnaj (Gujarat).
ULIUTE (Feued ) g 7e-wmt afrat hY YB3, Hceh! ehl ST & UTHaH JHI0T| THRE RIel: TR (TR, TGS
(H.91.), ITEOTST (ToRT) |

Neolithic Age (New Stone Age, ~8,000 - 4,000 BCE)
TIUTHTOT ehlet

* First real food-producing economy — beginning of settled agriculture and animal domestication;
polished stone tools; pottery (hand-made, later wheel-made) appears.
Ugel! ardfdeh Wia-3cdTadh refegawl — QIR HiY g ggurer 6 YI3Td; Uifcier geer & SR; Hawis (g&fAfia, arg # Irh-
fAfa) &1 s

* Mehrgarh (Balochistan, Pakistan) is the earliest known Neolithic site in the Indian subcontinent,
showing evidence of wheat/barley cultivation. Other sites: Burzahom & Gufkral (Kashmir - pit

dwellings), Koldihwa (UP - earliest rice evidence), Chirand (Bihar), Piklihal & Brahmagiri (South India).
TG (SfEdT™) YRR SUHBTZIT T AT UTH-aH TIUTSTUTRIcA R 8, STgi 1g/Si &hl @elt & TATuT fAet §1 9 ®et: goig
T TR (HeHR - TafaTd), sifesgar (3.9, - Irad & Urdi-as wamon), fRig (ffER), fAadfiea a sgifiik (aferor wra))

Chalcolithic Age (Copper-Stone Age, ~3,000 - 1,000 BCE)
ATHUTSTOT Shlet

* First use of metal (copper) along with stone tools; important cultures: Ahar-Banas (Rajasthan), Malwa
culture (MP), Jorwe culture (Maharashtra), Kayatha culture.
Te2R & 1Y oTq (diet) ST UIH UaNT; THRE Tl STgs-a-1d (JSTIH), AT Ui (A.9.), SRS T¥epfd (AERTE), Shraen
G|
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* People practised agriculture, used painted pottery (Black-and-Red Ware), and lived in villages with

mud houses; largely rural, non-urban cultures contemporary with or after the Harappan civilization.
AT FfY o 3, RAFT Jauis (Fra-dre JEHiE) T TRt axd & a1 gt & o=t aret Tial & @ &; 3 & arHiT, IR-TRE
Gpfaat off St ggvar GaIar & GHHTCA IT ITH TG i 2|
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2. Indus Valley (Harappan) Civilization

ey a1l (gzwr) |

Overview
=g

* Bronze Age civilization, c. 3300-1300 BCE; mature phase c. 2600-1900 BCE; discovered in 1921 by
Dayaram Sahni (Harappa) and R.D. Banerji (Mohenjodaro); the term "Indus Valley Civilization" was

coined as the first sites were found along the Indus river.
i Gl G9gdT, TRTHT 3300-1300 97 gd; giRuer hrel RTHT 2600-1900 7 4d; 1921 H SIRTH WIg-T (§8TT) T 3TR.EX.

TSl (Hig-Toligs!) grRT @lsit TS|

* Also called Harappan Civilization since Harappa was the first site discovered; one of the world's oldest

urban civilizations along with Egypt and Mesopotamia.
39 gswr T Y gt STTaT § ifch SSWT U &SI 1T R oT; I A9 g Aaidtert@ar & 9 fay &t urhaay T gearsit

79 U gl

Important Sites

Uqd Rl
Site River / Location Known For
Harappa Ravi (Pakistan) First discovered site; granaries, coffin burial

Mohenjodaro Indus (Sindh, Pakistan) "Mound of the Dead"; Great Bath, Great Granary, bronze "Dancing Girl"

Dholavira Khadir island, Gujarat ~ Water management/reservoirs, unique 3-part division, signboard
Lothal Bhogava, Gujarat Artificial dockyard, bead-making industry

Kalibangan Ghaggar, Rajasthan Ploughed field, fire altars

Rakhigarhi Ghaggar, Haryana Largest Harappan site in India

Banawali Haryana Radial street pattern, both IVC and pre-Harappan phases
Surkotada Gujarat Earliest evidence of horse bones

Chanhudaro  Sindh Only site with no citadel; bead and seal-making

Town Planning & Economy
TR 1 Ud srefeaaer

* Grid pattern town planning with streets cutting at right angles; division into citadel (western, raised)

and lower town; covered underground drainage system was highly advanced.
s ugfa W amenRa R i1, Hgeh THenIvT W hred! off; R gt (afHt, &) @ R erer A R_wfSa o, gt g8 Jfemma sid
et goTTeft srcda Sad ot

* Houses mostly made of burnt bricks in a fixed ratio (4:2:1); no evidence of temples or palaces found
so far; agriculture, trade (with Mesopotamia), and craft (bead-making, seal-making, metallurgy) were
the economic mainstay.
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ER &I Uakhl 8¢ 9§ ek [AfAd S1urd (4:2:1) H S1Q STd &; 31 dh HiQR a1 A8t ol g YATOT @l forer; i, @R
(Aedter®aT & ary) g e (F-enT, gex Ffor, argent) srefcaaw & g7 SeR 9

* Script remains undeciphered (pictographic, written boustrophedon i.e. right-to-left and left-to-right
alternately); weights and measures were standardized (based on 16 and its multiples).
foift o aes erufdd & (ReTaen, afeegithe Sefl # 3¢ @ 1Y g a1¢ & 3¢ fordt STt oft); #19-diet Arehicpd & (16 3R 3Tk T[uTeh

TR 3TETRA) |

Decline: c. 1900 BCE onward, due to possible causes — climate change, drying up of Saraswati river, tectonic
activity/floods, decline of trade with Mesopotamia. No single agreed theory exists.

To=: T 1900 9T 9d & — HHIfAd HROT STefaryg aRad, TREad! 74! &l a1, i gerder/dle, AGulerfan § R § 6|
forelt vep figia R wedemfa et 81
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3. Vedic Period

dfees w1

Early / Rig Vedic Period (c. 1500-1000 BCE)
gd/#rafdeh wret

* Aryans (Indo-Aryans) settled in the Sapta-Sindhu region (Punjab and adjoining areas); Rigveda, the
oldest of the four Vedas, is the chief source, composed of 10 mandalas and 1028 hymns (suktas).
STt (et-31m) A Ted-fEy & (dsTe g Fepead! &) # a9T1q fohar; dg, IRl i # 9ed Ui, U@ 9id g, fSed 10 #sa g
1028 god &l

* Society was tribal and pastoral (cattle-centred); basic unit was the family (kula), several families

formed a village (grama), headed by gramani; political units — jana, vish, grama.
GHTST hellelTs g UERT (TMR-chiad) AT, Je 3hls URaR (Fa) o, s uRaR Meten o a-1a o, fSrerent gf@ar amoft giar o,
TSTHifces gaprgal — S, faer, |

* King (rajan) was assisted by sabha and samiti (tribal assemblies); no regular taxation, "bali" was a

voluntary offering; horse played a key role in warfare, no evidence of iron.
ST (I157) St T @ AAfT (Feftelrs Gme) TaahT st off; Fafid o araen 72 ff, "afa” @fde de off; gg & a2 Hr wge
fArhT oft, @ig T ehlg UHATOT =8|

* Chief deities: Indra (war god), Agni (fire), Varuna (cosmic/moral order); worship was through yajna

(sacrifice) and hymns, no idol worship or temples.
T 3adT: % (g5 qad), S1f, aouT (sigTidta/Afae saawn); gun asf g wfaal & Areas € gidt off, gfd gor ar w@fez 78 &

Later Vedic Period (c. 1000-600 BCE)
IR e e

* Aryan expansion eastward into the Gangetic plains; other three Vedas (Sama, Yajur, Atharva) and
Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads composed; use of iron ("shyama ayas"/"krishna ayas") began,

aiding agriculture and clearing forests.
ST T gd bt 3TR 71711 & Fe A fAEIR; 311 o d< (9T, ISR, 314d) @ SITgIUT, 3TRUAeh, IUfANg T 71g; e (" 9arH 3" [ "geor
3" T WA Y= gofT, FOred S 7 a9-awre # A et

* Rise of larger kingdoms (janapadas); kingship became hereditary; rituals like Rajasuya, Ashvamedha,
Vajapeya performed to assert political power; growth of varna system into a rigid, birth-based

hierarchy.
2 WSl (STYGT) T 357, ASTUG M 8l TT; IST1Tdeh QAferd ST 8 STy, S9RY, a0 oI Ig8H by Sird & gof
AR Ueh ShoR, STHTHTRA UGTehH A fdehfdd ga |

* Prajapati, Vishnu, and Rudra (Shiva) gained importance; sacrifices became elaborate and priest-

dominated, sowing seeds for the later reaction in the form of Buddhism and Jainism.
gairafd, fasy w5 (1) &1 Ag@ Jer; a9 Sfed g QRiRd-uem & Y, faw St g dig @ sib o St ufafesaraett &
HfISTRIgoT g3

Four Vedas: Rigveda (hymns), Samaveda (music/chants), Yajurveda (sacrificial formulae, has two recensions -
Shukla & Krishna), Atharvaveda (spells, charms, folk traditions).
IR dg: Fdg (YJfaat), g (Fha/H3), a9de (I3 93, aF 2MET] - o d §e0T), JUddg (H3-d3, dldh IuR)) |

UPPSC Prelims 2026 — Ancient History Notes | Page 7 of 29



4. Jainism & Buddhism

i o g ey et

Background: 6th century BCE religious ferment
gy S} raredt €.9, o1 enfies Iyd-guw

+ Causes: complex, expensive Vedic rituals dominated by Brahmins; rigid caste system; rise of new
agricultural/trading classes (Vaishyas) seeking social recognition; use of iron leading to surplus and

new urban centres.
SHRUT: FTEIUI-UTH Sifee g @dlel digdh SIS, HOR ST SHaAT; ISR AT T8 aTet 77 i /TARY & (d*3) T 357;
e & TRINT & SIfALIY g 9T R el el feprd |

Jainism
S o

* Believed to have 24 Tirthankaras; first was Rishabhanatha, 23rd was Parshvanatha (c. 8th century
BCE), and 24th and last was Vardhamana Mahavira (c. 540-468 BCE), the actual systematiser/
reformer of the faith.

24 Aefenst 7 faume; U FuATY, 233 UrsiAre (eRTeT 8 srdreat §.9,), a1 244 g Sifaw geme AgTdR (@ 540-468 £.9,)
g, g1 o Pl aRdfde 9 & Fafedd/gemnTl

* Mahavira born at Kundagrama (near Vaishali); attained Kaivalya (omniscience) at Jrimbhikagrama;
died at Pavapuri. Core teachings: Triratna (Right Faith, Right Knowledge, Right Conduct),
Anekantavada, and five vows — Ahimsa, Satya, Asteya, Aparigraha, Brahmacharya (last added by

Mahavira).
HETER &1 STH HUSUTH (d2MTelt & (epe) F gor; SjRTeuT H chaed (Ferar) UTe hl; arargst # Fafor garm g femy: PR
(Twaes i, T I, IRIh ARS), SMdiddre, dT Uid ad — SifgdT, I, 3/ ad, 31Rys, sarad (sifaw agrdik grr Sfier man)|

* Does not believe in a creator god; rejects Vedic authority; split into Svetambara (white-clad) and

Digambara (sky-clad/naked) sects after the 3rd century BCE, reportedly after a council at Pataliputra.
forelt gfaral SR & e 7€l ohear; afdes urATfOTeRar ot srefiehR e &; et eraTedt §.9, & a1, Sfdd wU & urefagd & g
& dTe, AdieR (A9 TSHRY) g frfeR (A7) dueri | faufea gt mam

Buddhism
dig o

* Founder: Siddhartha Gautama, born c. 563 BCE at Lumbini (Kapilavastu, Shakya clan); the Four Great
Events of his life are commemorated by symbols — Lotus/Bull (birth), Horse (Great Renunciation),

Bodhi Tree (enlightenment), Wheel (first sermon), Footprint (death).
GraTueh; fAgrel maw, ST 1T 563 8.9, gt (wftetawy, wmerr den) #; 39 Sfiae 6t ar 7 gearseit ot udie! & gfar smar
& — HAA/qu (F), 314 (FerfafashavD), Sife ger (3= wifed), Ieh (J2w 3uce), usiag (FeraRkfFafon)|

* Attained enlightenment (Nirvana) at Bodh Gaya under a Bo/peepal tree; gave first sermon

(Dharmachakra Pravartana) at Sarnath; died (Mahaparinirvana) at Kushinagar at age 80.
Stermar & diud e & e 7 (Fafor) ure fhar; arar & wem Sugsr (efass gads) f&ar; 80 af &t oy & R &
wgraRfAator gari

* Core teachings: Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Path (Madhyama Pratipada / Middle Path), Three Jewels
(Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha); rejected the Vedas and caste system but retained belief in karma and
rebirth.
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T ey AR I ¥, Sreifies At (Heaw ufduar), Bket (g, o, Ha); e @ ST ede ot 3refiepR fehar uiq &H & g
¥ faare SHQ @

* Split into Hinayana (Theravada, believes in original teachings, no idol worship) and Mahayana
(believes in Bodhisattvas and idol worship) at the Fourth Buddhist Council (Kashmir, under Kanishka).
g dig i (heeR, i & sret #) # ga (RaTs, g et # faum, gfd gon =&Y 9 #grm (Sifdaa a gfd gor &
ferare) # fawrs gam

Buddhist Council Period/Ruler Significance

First 483 BCE, Ajatashatru Rajgriha Compilation of Sutta & Vinaya Pitaka
Second 383 BCE, Kalashoka Vaishali Split into Sthavira & Mahasanghika
Third 250 BCE, Ashoka Pataliputra Compilation of Abhidhamma Pitaka
Fourth 1st-2nd cent. CE, Kanishka  Kashmir (Kundalvana)  Split into Hinayana & Mahayana

UPPSC Prelims 2026 — Ancient History Notes | Page 9 of 29



5. Mahajanapadas & Foreign Invasions

Hgrei-ue e faeeft smerwor

Sixteen Mahajanapadas (c. 600 BCE)
Glelg Hgei-9g

* Buddhist text Anguttara Nikaya lists 16 large territorial states (mahajanapadas) that existed in
northern India before Magadha's rise; most were monarchies, though a few (like the Vajji

confederacy) were ganasanghas (republics).
g T SR AR # 16 92 & Isal (AETSTUGT) Pl eeid g St H1Y & 369 & Ugel S0R WRd # e &; sifdapisr Ierds
%, gTeifch o (S afsst dg) Torg (7Tord) 2

* Key ones: Magadha (capital Rajgriha/later Pataliputra), Kosala (Shravasti), Vatsa (Kaushambi), Avanti
(Ujjaini), Vajji (Vaishali, a republic).
E: A (AT IS /a1E J UTefeigs), hiad (HTawd!), acd (remh), srafd (Isoit), afsst (demett, ges ord) |

Rise of Magadha
TS T Sechy

* Magadha emerged as the most powerful state due to fertile soil, control over iron ore deposits,
access to the Ganga for trade/transport, and an efficient army; ruled successively by Haryanka,

Shishunaga, and Nanda dynasties.
IUSITS YA, ©lig 3ra%h WeRT W G301, R /afRag §q T deh Ugd, deT THTdl 1 & hRUT FTY Had QAfeRiLiTed! A5 Seh
JRT; AT gk, FAYATT g g d2if grT enfda|

* Bimbisara and Ajatashatru (Haryanka dynasty) expanded Magadha through matrimonial alliances
and conquest; Mahapadma Nanda (Nanda dynasty) is regarded as the first great empire-builder of

India, known for a large army.
fafeaR g sretrasy (gde den) = darfgen deiet g fasr & Areas @ 71y ol fawdR fohar; #grust Hg (Hg den) @t WRd o1 ugd AgH
grarsg-afar g Sar 8, S e @1 & for ufdg am

Persian & Greek (Macedonian) Invasions
1 gd gt (AEREE) smeRwor

* Persian king Darius I annexed parts of northwest India (c. 516 BCE) making it a satrapy; introduced
the Kharoshthi script (written right to left) to India, and administrative influence on the later Mauryan

system.
RET M GRT UYH = 1T 516 .9, STR-UMHH R & 9T ot 30 Grrsd # e (errdh); YRd # @i faft (qrg & smg
foref ST arett) a1 uder ga, forem are | /i gerafAes egaw i griad

+ Alexander the Great invaded India in 326 BCE, defeated King Porus (Puru) of the Jhelum region in the
Battle of Hydaspes but was impressed by his valour and restored his kingdom; Alexander's soldiers

refused to march further east (at the Beas river), forcing his retreat.
faeha AgM 7 326 2.9, YR WR 3MehHUT T, Setd &3 o ST URY i gr8sdisT & Iog H RIToId [ohdT Ui Ieh! dRdT & geTfaa
BIhe I ter faa; fAdher &Y I7 7 =19 ) W 3 Fg T 3R o 3T, [9d I8 e dte-r us|

* Impact: opened a land route between India and Greece, promoting Indo-Greek trade and cultural
contact (later reflected in Gandhara art); paved the way for the political unification of northern India
under the Mauryas.
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UG YR G ZAF & i R A1 el s YRA-GA TR T Fipfdds Tuch ot dgrar fAT (a1 § MR wer & uRaferd);
TR WRd & STIfcieh TehlehvuT bl AFT HIAT o 3refiT T gai
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6. Mauryan Empire

H g

Chandragupta Maurya (c. 322-298 BCE)
G K
* Founded the Mauryan Empire with the guidance of his mentor Chanakya (Kautilya/Vishnugupta),

author of the Arthashastra; overthrew the last Nanda ruler, Dhana Nanda.
3 % ATUTR (hifeed/faspge), St srefeme & wafar &, & Anfee # 4R Grmsy &l Ry ; $ifaw Fa araes g=rg @l
3ruew fohaT|

» Defeated Seleucus Nicator (Alexander's general controlling the eastern territories) c. 305 BCE;
received the regions of Kabul, Kandahar, Herat and Baluchistan in the treaty, and gave 500 elephants

in return; Megasthenes was sent as a Greek ambassador to his court and wrote "Indica".
AT 305 8.9, Yoy fchex (ffdhax & gdf & & uemmes S1dfd) t orifSia foa; ©ifer & ehrge, e, & @ s e
T g de sgat & 500 gTeft 3y, AT @t AT Toigd & w9 H 39 araR # Hert T, e g & wae i

* Later converted to Jainism, abdicated the throne, and died at Shravanabelagola (Karnataka) by the

Jain practice of Sallekhana (fasting unto death).
18 # S e TguT foha, ISTTEr AR |, 3R SauieierTien (dhfeen) # S 9T HoolaT (IUar gRT §g) & ST

Bindusara & Ashoka
fa<5uR wd st

* Bindusara (c. 298-273 BCE) extended the empire further south (up to Karnataka); known to the

Greeks as "Amitrochates".
fagER (ee7T 298-273 £.4,) A 99T ot &faiuT (ehafees den) faxatRa fohar; ganfaat # " siffsrara” & A @ S Sirar

* Ashoka (c. 268-232 BCE) is the most celebrated Mauryan ruler; the Kalinga War (261 BCE) caused
massive bloodshed, leading him to embrace Buddhism and adopt the policy of "Dhamma" (moral

welfare-based governance).
f2Meh (AT 268-232 £.9,) T Ufig #iY 2T9ah §; el g5 (261 .9,) A gQ vt 3eurd @ yaifad gle S5 dieg e
=T g " " (A oo smenfa ) & Hifa sraTS |

* His edicts (rock, pillar and cave), written mainly in Prakrit (Brahmi script; Kharoshthi in the northwest;
Greek/Aramaic in Afghanistan), are a major source of Mauryan history; appointed Dhamma

Mahamatras to spread the policy of Dhamma.
3oh T (fRre, T T T81), Jeaa: Ureha 9T # (sTgft fAfY; Sr-ufdm & @i, sremfaam & gt/ srige), 71 sfag™
T U@ H1d &, 47T Aifd o TR 8q 4= AgMHTE hl [Agfat

* Lion Capital at Sarnath (adopted as India's National Emblem) is his most famous pillar; sent Buddhist

missions abroad, including his son Mahinda and daughter Sanghamitra to Sri Lanka.
IRATY o1 g T (MR & AT Ui & T H SIURIT TT) I7hT T Ui & §; faeen # sfieg enf vamref fsm O, Sd
U5 Hag d Gt Aufis ot slieienr Ao enfAe gl

Mauryan Administration
| g2

* Highly centralized administration; empire divided into provinces under royal princes (Kumaras/
Aryaputras), headquartered at Taxila, Ujjaini, Suvarnagiri, and Tosali.
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ST helepd UL, TTHTSA i Uidl & fA9ford fova 72, fSent e+ TSpART (FHR/SRIYS) GRT 8idT T, JEATed aetfare,
3suHl, WuifiR @ aige 7 4

+ Officials called "Adhyakshas" supervised various departments (Arthashastra mentions ~27);
espionage system was extensive; a large standing army was maintained; Pataliputra city
administration described by Megasthenes was run by six committees of five members each.

"3rezrer" AT SfIhRT fafard faeml & g wvd & (ST ITRA H ThTHT 27 Tl Ioeid); ToaeR AqT AT off; T8t RIRft S
T} STt off; ArRtST gRT aftfd urefayy R U g-og dewl $i ©g afifadl gri dwrferd giar ol

Decline after Ashoka (c. 232 BCE onward): weak successors, financial strain, over-centralization, and
Brahmanical revolt; the last Mauryan king Brihadratha was assassinated by his own commander-in-chief

Pushyamitra Shunga (c. 185 BCE), founding the Shunga dynasty.
313Nk & TG Ua (T 232 3.9, ¥): HASIR STRIABRY, 31ffes ara, sifd-cheliereor a smgTurard fagts; sifaw wkf e gggy &t

BT I & YIS GSITA T (SRTT 185 3.9,) A o &, Foregit ST 21 ot wamaem &l

UPPSC Prelims 2026 — Ancient History Notes | Page 13 of 29



7. Post-Mauryan Period

R e

Native Dynasties
et der

* Shunga dynasty (c. 185-73 BCE): founded by Pushyamitra Shunga; performed two Ashvamedha
sacrifices, symbolising a Brahmanical revival; patronised Sanskrit literature (Patanjali's Mahabhashya)

and art (Bharhut Stupa railings/gateways).
LJT LT (T 185-73 §.9,): TSI T gRT w1fud; &F 31wy I3 fohg, STt STGT0Tardl YA<e T ol Udiieh oT; T¥ehd A1 (Tdsifel
1 FGI|TST) T Shell (REA wqU 1 Afdemt/diRor) ol dxeror faar)

* Kanva dynasty (c. 73-28 BCE) succeeded the Shungas in Magadha; short-lived and soon overthrown

by the Satavahanas.
UG LT (AT 73-28 £.9.) 3 A H 7T b1 I ok, sreuehifeien YT SR fter & drdarg-t gRT 3@T8 thedl T

* Satavahana dynasty (Deccan, c. 1st cent. BCE - 3rd cent. CE): founded by Simuka; capital at
Pratishthana (Paithan); patronised Prakrit; famous for Amravati & Nagarjunakonda art and rock-cut

caves at Karle, Nasik; issued lead coins; Gautamiputra Satakarni was the greatest ruler.

GTddTe 921 (Gaeh-, T Ugell QrdTeal 3.9, - diet erdTedl 8.): faqe gRT @fud; TsTem-t ufas™ (450T); UTehd HTST ht TR,
STERTTT  ANTISIFChIST Shell dT dhlet, AT i I3t & iy Uftig; Y & e S f3hg; MiaHigs Aiaehiol Ted JgH s
S

Foreign (Indo-Greek, Shaka, Parthian, Kushan) Rule in the Northwest
IwR-uffw | fRAdah (d=t-gmh, 21, uga, Furon) s

* Indo-Greeks (Bactrian Greeks) were the first to invade after Mauryan decline; Menander (Milinda) was
the most famous, converted to Buddhism by Nagasena — recorded in the text "Milindapanho";

introduced the practice of issuing gold coins with portraits (later expanded by Kushans).
ESI-gAT (Sfdeam FAT) H1- ua- & 918 STTehAT A dTet Uga o fAmieR ([fels) 9ad ufg &, 9rme g g e # uRafda
ferar mar — "Mfeiqu=gl" dy # aftfa; Reger wof fah SIRT & Sl g Y& 6l (a1e 7 FHuron gRT fawaria) |

* Shakas (Scythians) established several branches in India; the Western Kshatrapa Rudradaman L is
known for the Junagadh Rock Inscription (repair of Sudarshana lake), the first major inscription in

chaste Sanskrit.
Lrent (HFATE) = vRa # g emET Riifud Ff; afH emy vaam guH SATTe fRidea (g s ol #ema) & fow 1 911d &,
Sit SIg Uhd § gUH U AT g

+ Kushans (c. 1st-3rd century CE) — of Central Asian (Yuezhi) origin; Kanishka was the greatest ruler,
started the Saka Era (78 CE), patronised Buddhism (convened the 4th Buddhist Council) and

Gandhara & Mathura schools of art; capital at Purushapura (Peshawar).
PHETOT (TRTHT Ugell-d et raTeat 3.) — Hed TiAns (Jueh) Je oh; ik Gad AgH LT o, 21k Tad (78 §.) Pl wsid &,
g o (Tgd dig i gams) g MeR a1 7R Her Aferdt S TReror i, Tster geugR (demeR) ot
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8. Sangam Age (South India)

@ o (gfaror W)

* ¢. 3rd century BCE - 3rd century CE; refers to a body of classical Tamil literature composed in
assemblies ("Sangams") of poets, believed to be held at Madurai under Pandya patronage;

Tolkappiyam (grammar) is the earliest surviving Sangam work.
AT IR Lrareat 3.9, - A erared €.; it S gareit ("Em") # ¥R it afte anfge et T, AT S & o ag uise
TREUT H AR H SIS BT oT; AlIehITIIH (SATeRRUT 1) AT -aH SUeied T Hid gl

* Three major kingdoms of the age: Chera (Kerala coast, capital Vanji, symbol: bow), Chola (Kaveri

delta, capital Uraiyur/Puhar, symbol: tiger), and Pandya (capital Madurai, symbol: fish/carp).
29 T & I U@ WSF: TR (hee de, TSTem- dstl, Udieh: ey), e (hTat Seel, ISTaTT SWX/GER, Udidh: aTd), d1 uisd
(rsTerTT g, UcfieR: wee) |

* Economy was based on agriculture, internal & external (Roman) trade — ports like Puhar
(Kaveripattinam), Muziris and Arikamedu flourished; Roman gold coins found in the region confirm

strong Indo-Roman trade links.
Sreferae HfY, sridfke a arg] (IwH) R W snetRd off — ggR (#reRkiufem), gofa g siRemg S devms va-Gat; 83 &
fAet I Tof gl YRA-AH ATUR et 6t gfe o=d 81

* Society was largely egalitarian compared to the north, with a distinct class of warrior-poets;
important secular anthologies include Ettutokai and Pattupattu; Silappadikaram and Manimekalai

are later Tamil epics.
IR W ! JeiIT & FATST 3U&TTehel FHATATE T, ANGT-ehiadi et Ueh (AT ot oT; 7 wilfchen shied-TUgl # Ygatehs d Uwurg
oA €; fqufRere g aftfaas sTe & dfiid Agehr &
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9. Gupta Empire

It 911y

* Founded by Sri Gupta (c. 240 CE); Chandragupta I (c. 319-335 CE) started the Gupta Era (319 CE) and

strengthened the kingdom through marriage with the Lichchhavi princess Kumaradevi.
oft T (STRT 240 §.) gRT AU, I UgH (1T 319-335 §.) = T Had (319 §.) &t YB3Md i aoT ferwsfa aeigart
FARS & faarg grT IS @l ggg fama

* Samudragupta (c. 335-375 CE), called the "Napoleon of India" by historian V.A. Smith, was a great
conqueror and patron of arts (himself a poet and veena player, depicted on coins); his achievements

are recorded in the Allahabad Prashasti (Pillar Inscription) composed by Harishena.
TS (T 335-375 3.), 518 sfdgrger dh.q. f@y 3 "9Rd o1 Aulferaa" ohgl, 78 fasidT 9 ohall WRere & (Wd wfd @
frummarees, Rgen! U 3ifhd); S Sucfdat gRYur grT IR gettgreTe urfe (e srfiekg) & afofq g1

» Chandragupta II "Vikramaditya" (c. 375-415 CE) is associated with the empire's cultural zenith;
defeated the Western Shakas; his court reputedly had the "Navaratnas" (nine gems), including
Kalidasa; Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien visited India during his reign.
dere fgcfia "fssmfea” (emma 375-415 €.) THTed & Hithideh THlehY & S8 &; Ut 2rent et uRIfSId fohaT; 37eh avar &
g T G "TeReT" &, S0 wifeiera e &; 37 et & T il I YRd 8|

* Administration was less centralized than the Mauryas — decentralised feudal-type structure with
local self-government; land grants to Brahmins and temples (agraharas) became common; gold coins
called "Dinaras" were issued in large numbers.

UM {1 hl o1 | A Shalehd AT — fAdhdieha Tt g s Ry W= enfid o, STgIon g #ie:l &t Jff srga™
(SMIBR) 3 & TY; "dHR" Ameh wof g ) I § S fopg 1wy

* Called the "Golden Age" for advances in art (Ajanta paintings), literature (Kalidasa's
Abhijnanashakuntalam), science (Aryabhata's Aryabhatiya — concept of zero, value of pi;

Varahamihira), and Nalanda gained prominence as a centre of learning.
el (SrsidT fRsrenet), ATfec (Tl T AL aeH), [T (3mivg i SRIYE — [T Sl SGLRUM, UTS I AT,
REMRR) 7 vmfa & fag "ol g gl SiTaT §; Arear e & dhg & w9 F uHEdr U gs |

* Decline (late 5th-6th century CE) caused mainly by repeated Huna (White Hun) invasions under
Toramana and Mihirakula, along with weak successors and loss of control over provinces;

Skandagupta successfully repelled early Huna attacks.
T (5T Het & 3id-6e 2dTed] §.) ek ATl g fAfgRepet o A # TR-TR §Y §UT (A §UT) SMTShAUN, TSR STRIERRAT &
Yid! TR FARI0T @i e ehROT §3iT; Thal [« TRIHeh GUT STeRAUI chl HoheTdTgdeh fathel feha|
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10. Post-Gupta Period & Harshavardhana

AR i T guae=

* After the Guptas' decline, North India fragmented into several regional powers, including the
Maukharis (Kannauj), the Later Guptas (Magadha), the Maitrakas (Valabhi, Gujarat), and the
Pushyabhutis (Thanesar).

Tl & gd- o 918, STR URd s &t rfaadt # fawifSia gt man, S99 Jiai (Fdis1), 3R T (A7), 857 (Tearsl, Tormd), aar
ggfd (UMER) A g1

* Harshavardhana (r. 606-647 CE) of the Pushyabhuti dynasty united Thanesar and Kannauj after his
brother-in-law Grahavarman's death; extended control over much of north India, though he was

checked in the south by Chalukya king Pulakeshin II at the Battle of the Narmada.
gegoJfd de1 3 guae (AT 606-647 3.) 7 31U T8-1s UgaH- ol 7 % J1G ATAER T haTel i Yehlhd [ohdT; 3TR YR h
Siferenier W WR =07 fOd o, gretifes THaT & gg # TTert QMHeh Yerehi fgelta 3 3 af&ur 7 e faa

* Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang) visited his court and left a detailed account of Indian
society; Harsha convened the Kannauj Assembly and the Prayag/Kumbh Mela (Prayaga) religious

assembly; he was also a scholar-playwright, authoring Ratnavali, Priyadarshika and Nagananda.
Y Gl G = 7ch SRR T RT fohat 3R YR AT o faeqa faazor ster; g9 A shatst GT 9T YAt <ht anfifes FT ()
IS &t & W fAgM-eahanR oft &, fSgi Y=Tmaeh, freffer a armHe & =T &

* With Harsha's death (no heir), his empire disintegrated, marking the symbolic end of "Ancient India"
and the beginning of the early medieval period dominated by regional dynasties (Rajputs, Palas,

Pratiharas, Rashtrakutas, Chalukyas, Cholas).
&Y I 7g (s STRITIRRY A 811) & 1 IehT THTSY SR T, St "UTefia YRA" 3 UdlehlcTeh 3id deT &t geif (I1s7qd, U,
Ufd8R, AFde, AR, T1d) & U dTet URTHh TR hl B3 T b 8
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11. Art, Architecture & Literature

T, RIS Ud Jifga

Schools of Art
el A

* Gandhara school (1st-5th cent. CE, NW India/Afghanistan): Greco-Roman influence, realistic figures,
wavy hair, Buddha depicted in human form for the first time; patronised chiefly by the Kushans.
MR Aeil (Tgett-5dT TdTed] §., ITR-TFAA WRA/HAEAH): Hiehl-A= uwra, grefard) siepfadi, @Teer a1e, Ugel! IR g hl
HHg & H 21T T, J&Ad: G0N gRT SRSk

* Mathura school (contemporary with Gandhara): indigenous style using spotted red sandstone;
robust, fleshy figures; produced both Buddhist and Brahmanical/Jain images.
HYRT el (YR & THGRTE): YHGR el SIS UeR hl TIANT oh dTett Waeft Qelt; g, A Mpfaai; sleg g STgrorardl/siq
S yehR Y Ffcfat a=TE )

« Amaravati school (Andhra, under Satavahanas): white marble/limestone, dynamic, narrative relief

panels depicting Jataka tales; influenced Southeast Asian art.
STARTEC el (e, Ficarg=l o STefi): Hd THTHR/TAT UeerR, Miaefiel, ST SHATsit et g2AT dTet guiHrae 331 g3 Terhieft aret
ug; gferor-yd ufrnd st ot wemfad fmar

Rock-cut Architecture & Stupas

8T RIS Td T4

* Barabar Caves (Bihar, under Ashoka) are the earliest examples of rock-cut architecture in India, made
for the Ajivika sect; Ajanta and Ellora caves (Maharashtra) developed over centuries, combining
Buddhist, Hindu and Jain art.

RTeR 1Y (fI8R, 312Mieh & e #) R H 8T RIS I UTHdH IQTER0T 8, STSiiach USRI gq STs T8, 3Sidl g TeRT HIY
(werTy) wiedt # epfad g8, S s, f8g a S et o1 TH=aa g1

* Great Stupa at Sanchi (built/expanded under Ashoka and later the Shungas/Satavahanas) is the best-

preserved stupa in India, famous for its ornate toranas (gateways).
il o1 HET U (M2l a1 18 | Tt /ardare-t & e [Affa/fawaRa) ¥Ra o gdos wxiaid & 8, 31 areihd dRolf &
forg ol

Literature & Science
e o s
* The two great epics — Ramayana (Valmiki) and Mahabharata (Vedavyasa, contains the Bhagavad

Gita) — reached their present form in this broad period; Puranas (18 in number) compile mythology,

genealogy, and cosmology.
&l A8 HgTehted — I (aTeHifh) a Aag1vRd (deaarg, Sad wagar e §) — st aarges wreads 7 3ive adq @wy &
3MY; gR10T (18 Y T ) FRifores swenreil, demdett 7 sig7s fasm o1 Gaher g1

* Panini's Ashtadhyayi systematised Sanskrit grammar (pre-Mauryan); Kalidasa (Gupta age) authored

Abhijnanashakuntalam, Meghaduta, Raghuvamsha; Vishakhadatta wrote Mudrarakshasa and

Devichandraguptam.
qTfoNf eht SreTeddt & H¥ehd ATeRvuT i eafeId fhar (H1d-gd); shifeiard (T go) 3 s derd, Hegd, Igdser i 7a-T &l;
faemEes 3 garierE g e fod |
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* Aryabhata (Aryabhatiya, 499 CE) explained the causes of eclipses and estimated the value of pi;
Varahamihira (Brihatsamhita, Panchasiddhantika) contributed to astronomy and astrology; Sushruta

& Charaka contributed to ancient Indian medicine (Ayurveda).
SRS (SMRIIE, 499 3.) 3 UGV & HRUT I ATREAT hl IAT UTS S HIF T A AR, SRTBMATR (Feifedr, dafgifaer) 3
Sy g @mie fasme & ahrer &, gYd @ wRe 3 T YR R (smgds) & gireH
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12. Topic-wise MCQ Bank

fawaar agfaesadta as &

Answers are marked in green at the end of each question. / T Ut & 3id & Tgt 3Tk 8% AT H 21T T 81

A. Prehistoric & Indus Valley

umifaeTes ad iy ardt
Q1. Which of the following Harappan sites is famous for a dockyard used for maritime trade?
fAfafed gews wiell # @ hl9-91 G-l ATuR 8g Uger T4l (Sfehars) & faw uflg 82

(a) Kalibangan (b) Lothal

(c) Banawali (d) Surkotada

Answer: (b) Lothal — &teret

Q2. The Harappan site known for its unique water conservation/reservoir system is:

STel TRETU/STeTLr hY SISt e & fog uflig gewrs = &:
(a) Rakhigarhi (b) Dholavira
(c) Chanhudaro (d) Harappa
Answer: (b) Dholavira — eferi=T

Q3. Which site provides the earliest evidence of rice cultivation in the Indian subcontinent?
WRATT SUHGTEIT H ATl hl Wil & YT =aH JH10T fohd @It & feta 87

(a) Mehrgarh (b) Koldihwa
(c) Burzahom (d) Chirand
Answer: (b) Koldihwa — =hifesgar

Q4. Which of the following statements about the Indus Valley Civilization is/are correct?
1. It had a script that remains undeciphered.
2. Evidence of temples and palaces has been found at Mohenjodaro.

3. The drainage system was highly developed.
1. 5Th! fAfT 31a aep 3rufda g1 2. Aigeiies! # dfer T Agat & vHTor i 81 3. 5t Repred} sgaen sraia 34d oft

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 only (d)1,2and 3
Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only — &hae 1 3R 3

Q5. The earliest evidence of horse remains at a Harappan site has been found at:
BSWTS W R 13 <h! R} & Ul i=aH TH10T shgl Bt 87

(a) Surkotada (b) Kalibangan
(c) Ropar (d) Alamgirpur
Answer: (a) Surkotada — gelcar
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B. Vedic Period
afees et

Q6. Which of the following Vedas contains hymns primarily meant to be sung/chanted during
rituals?
fAfafEd d & on=-a1 g grad: SgEHET # MY STH aret #1301 & Haifdd g2

(a) Rigveda (b) Samaveda

(c) Yajurveda (d) Atharvaveda

Answer: (b) Samaveda — 9ree

Q7. Consider the following statements regarding Rigvedic society:
1. Cattle (cow) formed an important measure of wealth.

2. Iron was widely used for tools and weapons.

3. The "Sabha" and "Samiti" were tribal assemblies.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
1. U (TTRI) & ST HEeIqUT HTIGS ATI 2. @iy o SATdeh YA gidr &1l 3. "gHT" g "afafq" sefters g of|

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d) 3 only
Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only — &ael 1 3R 3

Q8. The concept of "Rita" in Vedic thought refers to:

Afees fKiaw & "Sea” i sraeron fohd Tafefa et 82
(a) A form of land tax (b) Cosmic/moral order governing the universe
(c) A type of sacrifice (d) Compulsory labour

Answer: (b) Cosmic/moral order governing the universe — SIg[is @l Tdfeid &=+ areft Afdes /e awn

C. Jainism & Buddhism

S Td dig et
Q9. Where did Gautam Buddha deliver his first sermon after enlightenment?
T I & a1 TMaH g A ST9AT J2H 3UaeT el faar?

(a) Bodh Gaya (b) Sarnath

(c) Kushinagar (d) Lumbini

Answer: (b) Sarnath — IRATY

Q10. The Fourth Buddhist Council, which led to the split into Hinayana and Mahayana sects, was

held under the patronage of:
g diieg it fSeh sproT i @ wgra # favreT gar, fhaes dveror # smaifSid gs of?

(a) Ashoka (b) Kanishka
(c) Ajatashatru (d) Kalashoka
Answer: (b) Kanishka — &fawh

Q11. Which of the following is NOT one of the "Triratna" (Three Jewels) of Buddhism?
fafafea & @ oF-a1 dig o & "Bra" & enfaa 981 82

(a) Buddha (b) Dhamma

(c) Sangha (d) Ahimsa
Answer: (d) Ahimsa — 31fgar
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Q12. Mahavira attained Kaivalya (omniscience) at:

HEAR A haed (Fd=ar) &t Uit gl hi?
(a) Pavapuri (b) Kundagrama
(c) Jrimbhikagrama (d) Vaishali

Answer: (c) Jrimbhikagrama — sjfRYsum

D. Mahajanapadas & Foreign Invasions

Hereug e fadeft smerwror
Q13. Alexander the Great fought the Battle of Hydaspes (326 BCE) against:
RAeher 7gM 3 grgswfist &1 g5 (326 £.9,) fhass fawg w1er?

(a) Dhana Nanda (b) Porus

(c) Ambhi (d) Darius III
Answer: (b) Porus — 9iRg

Q14. Which script was introduced to India through Persian (Achaemenid) contact, later used in

Ashokan edicts of the northwest?
ERET (@A) Huch & YR J hi=-d1 [l orrg, ST are & IwR-ufedw & sieies sifHeral # uger gs?

(a) Brahmi (b) Kharoshthi
(c) Devanagari (d) Grantha
Answer: (b) Kharoshthi — @it

Q15. Which Mahajanapada's capital was Kaushambi?

forg ggTsTUE 6t STt eiem off?
(a) Kosala (b) Avanti
(c) Vatsa (d) Magadha

Answer: (c) Vatsa — 9

E. Mauryan Empire
H "

Q16. Megasthenes, who wrote the "Indica", was a Greek ambassador at the court of:

(a) Ashoka (b) Bindusara
(c) Chandragupta Maurya (d) Chandragupta II
Answer: (c) Chandragupta Maurya — T #1f

Q17. The Kalinga War, which transformed Ashoka's outlook towards governance, took place in:
HiciTT g, Fore 31emes & AT & U eI &t srqet faa, e garm?

(a) 273 BCE (b) 261 BCE
(c) 232 BCE (d) 305 BCE
Answer: (b) 261 BCE — 261 §.9,
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Q18. The Lion Capital, adopted as India's National Emblem, originally belonged to Ashoka's pillar at:
WRd o TEIT Uclieh o & H YT 7T g T JeTc: 372Meh o fohe &9 T HRT T2

(a) Sanchi (b) Sarnath
(c) Rampurva (d) Lauriya Nandangarh

Answer: (b) Sarnath — IRATY

Q19. Who authored the "Arthashastra", a key treatise on statecraft associated with the early
Mauryan period?
URf9eh AR I § g IS M R SMeTRd U@ U "srefeme” & 3aidT & 29?
(a) Megasthenes (b) Kautilya
(c) Vishakhadatta (d) Panini
Answer: (b) Kautilya — @pifes

F. Post-Mauryan & Sangam Age
AR Qe T g
Q20. Which ruler started the Saka Era (78 CE)?
2Teh Gad, (78 3.) i o3 fohe e = ot ofi?
(a) RudradamanI (b) Kanishka
(c) Menander (d) Gautamiputra Satakarni

Answer: (b) Kanishka — &fawh

Q21. The Junagadh Rock Inscription, an early example of chaste Sanskrit, is associated with which

ruler?
AN fAATerE, St g T¥ehd ohl URI¥eh 3GTexUI &, fohd MT¥ieh & Hefed &2

(a) Rudradaman I (b) Ashoka
(c) Samudragupta (d) Kharavela

Answer: (a) Rudradaman I — SgeMH UaH

Q22. The Sangam-age kingdom symbolised by the tiger emblem and centred in the Kaveri delta was:
T Uclich ITelT T SIART Scel A chiad ST i IS4 oT:

(a) Chera (b) Pandya
(c) Chola (d) Satavahana
Answer: (c) Chola — =ia

G. Gupta & Post-Gupta Period

W T YAl Rl
Q23. Historian V.A. Smith referred to which Gupta ruler as the "Napoleon of India"?
gfagaeR &g, &1y 3 fohd T AT¥reh ot "WRd T AUl Shar?

(a) Chandragupta I (b) Samudragupta

(c) Chandragupta II (d) Skandagupta
Answer: (b) Samudragupta — Iggd
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Q24. Which Chinese pilgrim visited India during the reign of Chandragupta II and left an account of

Indian society?
eI gt & SMHIa & hi-91 Dt A YR ST 3R YR GHTS o fdaror et mam?

(a) Xuanzang (b) Fa-Hien

(c) I-tsing (d) Megasthenes
Answer: (b) Fa-Hien — wIgI=
Q25. Which Gupta ruler successfully repelled the early Huna invasions?
fehd T 2Tees A IRk FUT SHTSHAUT el HeldTgeeh fathe fehar?

(a) Kumaragupta I (b) Skandagupta

(c) Chandragupta II (d) Samudragupta
Answer: (b) Skandagupta — @ha e

Q26. Harshavardhana was defeated/checked in his southward expansion at the Battle of the

Narmada by:

EYAEH ol THGT & g H S-1ch G1&1vT AR H e e am?
(a) Pulakeshin II (b) Narasimhavarman I
(c) Mahendravarman I (d) Simhavishnu

Answer: (a) Pulakeshin II — gachfar fgdia

H. Art & Literature

el Td |ifes
Q27. The Gandhara school of art is noted for the influence of which foreign artistic tradition?
TieR shet Seft foh fAgeft e wWut & g & g Seaa-iig 87

(a) Greco-Roman (b) Persian

(c) Chinese (d) Central Asian nomadic

Answer: (a) Greco-Roman — Hiehl-3H9

Q28. Which text is regarded as a record of the "Bodhisattva path" and Mahayana virtues

(Paramitas)?

"gifer ARt g HEr™ ui (IR & Hefdd 3y wF-a 8?
(a) Jataka tales (b) Milindapanho
(c) Mahabhashya (d) Arthashastra

Answer: (a) Jataka tales — SiTdeh AT

Q29. Aryabhata, the ancient Indian astronomer-mathematician, is best known for his work titled:
U YRR EmaemEt-nfotas smferg fha iy & faw aed uflg €2

(a) Brihatsamhita (b) Aryabhatiya
(c) Panchasiddhantika (d) Suryasiddhanta
Answer: (b) Aryabhatiya — Smiedla
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Q30. The Bharhut Stupa railings and gateways are associated with which post-Mauryan dynasty's

artistic patronage?
WG &4 i afent  AR0T e HigTar g1 & et dReror & Haifdd §?

(a) Kanva (b) Shunga
(c) Satavahana (d) Kushan

Answer: (b) Shunga —
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13. PYQ-Pattern Practice Set

gd a9 usi-2elt 3T de

These questions are framed in the exact style, format, and difficulty level frequently repeated in UPPSC/
UPSC Prelims General Studies Paper-I based on well-established facts about recurring high-yield themes
(Indus Valley, Buddhism/Jainism, Mauryan & Gupta administration, Post-Mauryan dynasties). Use them for
pattern practice alongside the official previous-year papers.

g gst UPPSC/UPSC URfHeh URte 9T 37e8d- UH9s-1 # IR-IR QIesI¢ ST Tt Sea-Ag fawal (Y a1d, st/ e, did
T TR, HRiR d21) WR e wifid deat & eneR R It Seft, uRey 7 HfdS wR & d9R fhw g &1 58 anfdeies g af
SO oh T1 31%ATH 8g TN e |

. With reference to the ancient Indus Valley Civilization, consider the following statements:

. It is generally believed to be a Bronze Age civilization.

. It shows evidence of a script that has been fully deciphered.

. Standardised weights and measures based on multiples of sixteen have been found at various
sites.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

W N = =

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d) 3 only

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only

2. Which one of the following pairs of Harappan sites and their present-day location is NOT correctly
matched?

(a) Dholavira - Gujarat (b) Rakhigarhi - Haryana

(c) Kalibangan - Rajasthan (d) Mohenjodaro - Gujarat

Answer: (d) Mohenjodaro - Gujarat (it is in Sindh, Pakistan)

3. Consider the following pairs of Buddhist Councils and the rulers under whom they were held:
1. First Council — Ajatashatru
2. Third Council — Ashoka
3. Fourth Council — Kanishka
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (d) 1,2 and 3

4. With reference to Jainism, consider the following statements:

1. Mahavira added the vow of Brahmacharya to the existing four vows.
2. Jainism accepts the authority of the Vedas.

3. It split into Svetambara and Digambara sects.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 only
(c)1,2and 3 (d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only
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5. The doctrine of "Anekantavada" (multiplicity of viewpoints) is a central philosophical tenet of
which of the following?

(a) Buddhism (b) Jainism
(c) Ajivika sect (d) Charvaka school

Answer: (b) Jainism

6. Which of the following ancient Indian rulers is credited with sending his son and daughter as
Buddhist missionaries to Sri Lanka?

(a) Bimbisara (b) Chandragupta Maurya
(c) Ashoka (d) Kanishka

Answer: (c) Ashoka

7. With reference to the Mauryan administration, the term "Adhyaksha" referred to:
(a) A provincial governor (b) A superintendent of a government department
(c) Avillage headman (d) A military commander only

Answer: (b) A superintendent of a government department

8. Consider the following statements about Ashoka's Dhamma:
1. It was primarily a set of Buddhist religious doctrines meant only for monks.
2. It emphasised toleration, non-violence, and welfare of subjects.
3. Dhamma Mahamatras were appointed to propagate it.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only

9. The practice of "Sallekhana", associated with Chandragupta Maurya's death at Shravanabelagola,
refers to:

(a) Fasting unto death as per Jain practice (b) A form of royal coronation ritual
(c) A Buddhist meditation technique (d) An administrative land survey

Answer: (a) Fasting unto death as per Jain practice

10. Which of the following dynasties is correctly matched with its founder?
1. Shunga — Pushyamitra Shunga
2. Kanva — Vasudeva Kanva
3. Satavahana — Simuka
(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
Answer: (d) 1,2 and 3
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11. With reference to the Kushan empire, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Kanishka started an era in 78 CE, which is now known as the Saka Era.
2. The Kushans patronised both the Gandhara and Mathura schools of art.
3. Their capital, Purushapura, corresponds to modern-day Peshawar.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
Answer: (d) 1,2 and 3

12. Which foreign ruler, after being defeated by Chandragupta Maurya, ceded territories including
Kabul, Kandahar, and Herat under a treaty?

(a) Darius I (b) Alexander
(c) Seleucus Nicator (d) Antiochus

Answer: (c) Seleucus Nicator

13. The Allahabad Prashasti (Pillar Inscription), an important source for reconstructing the reign of
Samudragupta, was composed by:

(a) Harishena (b) Kalidasa

(c) Vishakhadatta (d) Banabhatta

Answer: (a) Harishena

14. With reference to the Gupta period, consider the following statements:
1. Land grants to Brahmins and temples became increasingly common.
2. Gold coins of the Gupta period were called "Dinaras".
3. The administration was more centralised than that of the Mauryas.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

15. Who among the following Gupta rulers is believed to have had the "Navaratnas" (nine gems),
including the poet Kalidasa, at his court?

(a) Chandragupta I (b) Samudragupta
(c) Chandragupta II (d) Kumaragupta I
Answer: (c) Chandragupta II

16. With reference to Harshavardhana's reign, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. He united the kingdoms of Thanesar and Kannauij.
2. He was defeated by Pulakeshin II of the Chalukya dynasty on the banks of the Narmada.
3. Xuanzang visited India during his reign.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
Answer: (d) 1,2 and 3
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17. The Sangam-age port town famous for evidence of extensive Indo-Roman trade, including finds
of Roman coins, was:

(a) Puhar (Kaveripattinam) (b) Tamralipti
(c) Bharuch (Barygaza) (d) Sopara

Answer: (a) Puhar (Kaveripattinam) — Arikamedu is also an accepted answer where offered as an option

18. Which of the following ancient Indian texts is a work on Sanskrit grammar and predates the
Mauryan period?

(a) Ashtadhyayi (b) Arthashastra

(c) Mudrarakshasa (d) Indica
Answer: (a) Ashtadhyayi

19. With reference to ancient Indian art, the Gandhara and Mathura schools of sculpture flourished
mainly under the patronage of:

(a) Mauryas (b) Shungas
(c) Kushans (d) Guptas

Answer: (c) Kushans

20. The term "Vishti", found in inscriptions of the Gupta period, referred to:

(a) A land revenue tax (b) Forced/compulsory labour
(c) A trade guild (d) A type of land grant

Answer: (b) Forced/compulsory labour

Answer Key (Quick Reference)

IR goft (e weo)

1.(a) 5. (b) 9. (a) 13.(a) 17.(a)
2.(d) 6. (c) 10. (d) 14. (a) 18.(a)
3.(d) 7. (b) 11.(d) 15.(c) 19.(c)
4. (a) 8. (b) 12. () 16. (d) 20. (b)

Study Tip: Revise the topic-wise notes (Sections 1-11) thoroughly before attempting the MCQs. Re-attempt
the wrongly answered questions after 3 days for better retention.

37 g MCQ &1 he § Uget [Awgar =icd (€ 1-11) ol 31t g § GRIaeich e | dgaR FIRUT g TTeld IR dTet TS oht
3 a1 918 g g el
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